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MEMORAIDUM FOR: Deputy Director, Science and Technology

SUBJECT : Request to Renew an External Contract
{Soviet Astronomy)
REFERENCE : Externel Research Program, Fiscal Year 196h

for the Office of Scientific Intelligence

1. PURPOCE 25X1A5a1

The purpose of this memorandum is €0 request the renewsl for
25X1A5a1 2 period of ons ysar of an external contract with the
for ow and
gvaluation of Intelligence information classified through SECRET
cn Soviet astronomical research activities with probtable enphaais
on solar physics research activities.

2, BRIEF HISTORY ARD FUTURE FLANS

This moject was initimted when it became clear that Soviet
astronomers were providing support to the Soviet space program.
At firat, emphasis was placed on the investigntich of the moon and
nianets corresponding to the emphasis on lunar and pianetery probes
sarly in the Soviet space progrem. More recently, it has been apparent
that solar astronomy has beceme & priority ares both in connsetion
with geophysical research, because of the importance of solar terrestial
raglations, and in commection with the manned exploration of space,
becguse of the possible dangers of solar flare effects Lo astromautis.
Thus the project has reguired capabilities in a nmmber of sublfields
of matroncmy. Personnel with capabllities in many of the most Imporiant
of the subfieldsz were not available within the agency, and therefore &
qmliﬁed extarmal coantractor was obiained. The project has met its
intelligence objectives in a very satisfectory way. Tho personnel
sitwation within the agency still requires the use of an exbternsl
contractor. This was originally proposzad as & continuing project, and
the level of Soviet activity in the flelds covered by the project
indiecates thet it should be continued in the futura. During the
next year cootracwor plans to report on areas not previously covered
aod repart new deveiopments in all areas of solar physics., New
developnents could includs the launching by the USSR of a solar
gbservation satellite or & major break through in the prediciion
of solar flares. The contractor is also recruiting avothesr sclar
physlcist at the Ph.D. level who will participate in the project.

g GROUP 1
EXCLUDED FRQM AUTGMATIC
DOWNGRADING AND
DECLASSIFICATION
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SUBJECT: Extermal Research Progrem, FMscal Year 1964
for the Office of Sclentific Intelligence

3. REALIZED RENEFITS

The contractor has provided periodic reports on the dpxatity,
quality, and significance of Suviet astronomical research. Thess
mpurtahnvebeanuseduh&cmoundmtermw-wtmmtﬂbuﬁom
%o the NIS, NIE, and current intelligence progrems, amd $o support
opinions fwrnished vericus egencies and committees. Contracior's
final reports will be used as the basis for comprehsnsive intelligence
raports on Soviet activities.

%. ANTICIPATED CONTINUING BENEFTTS

Future benerits are expected to be similar to those received
in the past. The final reports on Soviet solar phyzics research should
provide a valuable reference for future analysis of Soviel activities
in this area.

5. BUDGET DATA 25X1A1a

Funds in the amount of-weprcvidedfor this contract
mfmmzwmrmmwaMW
item 684/18. The contract will run for a period of one ysar following
+he date it iz sligned.

P e

mﬁmmmutimﬂthm contract will continue to be
meinssitiod. ‘Che contracitor will de furnished with some doc ments
claesified through SECRET. The contractor's security facilities have
basn spproveld. Contract SECRET clearances have been odbiained for
contractor’'s parscmmel working em the project. These will continue
on the projech, and an sdditional request for a cleéarance will
probably be nade.

7. SPECIAL PROELEMS

Hone
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SHBJECT: External Resesrch Program, Fiscal Year 1964
For the Office of Scientific Intelligence

8,  CORMTMENTS
Fo comnitmente have been made concerming this renewal; however,
. is aware of cur comtinuing interest,

|
and we vequasted them to submit e proposal.

$. SPECTAL PRODOCES

: 25X1A1a
10. ACTION RICOUENDED 25X1A1a

Thet the expenditure or_ from wvouchered funds be suthorized
for this project. Funds in the amouns of I are available fren
+he FY 1064 operating budget for the Office of Selentific Intelligence.

DOEALD ¥, CHAMBERLAIR
Asmigtant Director
doieatific Intelligence

#nclogure:
2 eopise of ccmtractor's proposal
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